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1. Introduction

1.1 Objective

The literature describes the Alasha dialect of Mongolian, which was origi-
nally an Oirat language, as having partially lost its Oirat features (i.e., the
study refers to this process as de-Oiratization) and as having evolved into an
interlanguage due to the interference of Inner Mongolian dialects. However,
previous studies lack a detailed discussion of the influence of Inner Mongo-
lian dialects and the realization of de-Oiratization. Thus, the current study
focuses on the velar obstruents of the Alasha dialect, which date back to *k
in Proto-Mongolian, and analyzes their phonetic realization based on survey
data.

The result demonstrates that the velar obstruent in the Alasha dialect is

realized by three types of sounds, namely, plosive, affricate, and fricative.
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Furthermore, from the diachronic point of view, the de-plosivization (de-
occlusion) of the velar obstruents in the Alasha dialect tends to be more

likely to occur at the non-word-initial and before the vowels e and ii, 0.

1.2 The Alasha dialect of Mongolian

Speakers of the Alasha dialect of Mongolian are the Mongols of the Alasha
League. Historically, this group is of Oirat Mongol ethnic origin. According
to the 2019 population census conducted by the Chinese government, the
total population of the Alasha League is approximately 250,000, out of
which approximately 45,000 are Mongols. Taking into account the com-
ments of the consultant, the study assumes that the population of speakers
of the Alasha dialect does not exceed the ethnic population of the Mongols
in the Alasha League. Moreover, this population is decreasing on a yearly
basis. However, the specific population of speakers remains unknown. No-
tably, according to the consultant, all speakers of the Alasha dialect are bi-
lingual with Chinese, although their fluency in Chinese varies.

According to Kuribayashi (1988: 973), the Alasha dialect of Mongolian
has lost several of its Oirat features as a result of the interference of Inner
Mongolian dialects. Thus, it can be regarded as an intermediate dialect be-
tween the Inner Mongolian dialects. Notably, the Alasha dialect lacks the
typical Oirat linguistic features of predicate personal endings and de-

rounded vowels. However, no further details can be obtained.
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2. Review of previous studies

2.1. Velar Obstruents of Oirat

Table 1 presents the velar obstruents of the Oirat language, to which the Alasha dia-
lect originally belongs. In essence, the table demonstrates the behavior of Qirat and
non-Qirat languages in relation to the k in written Mongolian based on Kuribayashi
(1988a: 972; the presenter has changed only the transcription of long vowels in Oirat
and Khalkha Mongolian). In addition, the k in written Mongolian goes back to the

*k in the Proto-Mongolian.

Table 1. Behavior of Oirat and non-Oirat languages in relation to the k in writ-
ten Mongolian

Non-Oirat
Written Mongolian | Oirat -
(Ex) Khalkha Mongolian
k k X
kereg xereg “thing, matter”
(examples) -
ki:kon | xt:xin “girl”

Source: Kuribayashi (1988a: 972)

2.2. Velar Obstruents of the Alasha dialect

Geriletu (2013) conducted a systematic description of the Alasha dialect.
However, the study is problematic in that it is only a basic description and
follows the traditional Mongolian linguistic conventions without a critical
examination. As shown in Table 2, Geriletu (2013) stated that the sound

form of the Alasha dialect that corresponds to written Mongolian k is [k].



15th Seoul International Altaistic Conference, July 16-17, 2021

Table 2. Correspondence Between Written Mongolian and the Alasha Dialect

written Mongolian Alasha dialect
k [K]

Source: Geriletu (2013)

However, Sun’s (1990) example of the Alasha dialect in (1) demonstrates
that not all K in the Alasha dialect corresponding to k in written Mongolian

are realized as [K].

(1) a. ol [kyn] “man, person” (p. 398)
b. ¢y Gl [xar xyn] “lay man” (p. 329)
c. ™ [iK] “big, large; many, much” (p. 415)
d. tmf s [agu: ix] “great, huge” (p. 96)
g. (woldf [Kydy:] “neck” (p. 397)
f. W/ @&®  [aman kydy:] “the first vertebra of the neck” (p. 106)
g. 8wt [be:rek] “to suffer from cold, shiver”  (p. 147)
h. oo [tesrex] “to burst, explode, blow up”  (p. 635)
i, Wi [imerky] “to twirl between the fingers” (p. 410)
J. O [albarxy] “to starve, perish with hunger” (p. 542)

Example (1a and b) indicate that at the word-initial, (1a) has the plosive [k],
whereas it is realized by the fricative [x] in (1b). Similarly, in examples (1c
and d), (1c) has the plosive [k] at the non-word-initial, whereas it is realized
by the fricative [x] in (1d). Examples (1a—-d) seemingly point to a rule that
a single word is pronounced as the plosive [k], whereas a compound word
is pronounced as the fricative [x]. However, as examples (1e and f) illustrate,
making the abovementioned generalization would be difficult because even
in certain compound words, such as example (1f), the sound is pronounced

as a plosive instead of a fricative. Examples (1g—j) are all verbs, whereas
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examples (1g and h) are phonetically realized closed syllables, where (1g) is

the plosive [k], and (1h) is the fricative [x]. Examples (1i and j) are phonet-

ically open syllables, where (1i) and (1j) are realized as the plosive [k] and
as the fricative [x], respectively.

Therefore, the extent to which the velar obstruent K in the Alasha dia-
lect, which corresponds to k in written Mongolian, is actually realized as the
plosive [Kk] (i.e. as an Oirat feature) requires further examination. Thus, the
study analyzes the velar obstruent K in the Alasha dialect according to the

criterion in (2).

(2) the velar obstruent K of the Alasha dialect, which corresponds to k in
written Mongolian
(a) is realized with closure: Oirat-like

(b) is realized without closure: non-Oirat-like

2.3. Geka (2021)

This section summarizes the discussion of Geka (2021), who points out that
de-Oiratization is observed in speakers under 50 years old and suggests that
the Alasha dialect may be one in of the intermediate stages in the process of
fricativization of *k and *q of Proto-Mongolian based on the actual phonetic
realization of the velar obstruent K in the Alasha dialect.

Geka (2021) conducted a text reading survey in Alxa Left Banner dur-
ing January 26 and 27, 2020 and recruited eight native speakers of the
Alasha dialect who were born in the Alasha League in their teens to 80s. The
results illustrate that the velar obstruent K in the Alasha dialect has three
phonetic realizations corresponding to k in written Mongolian, namely, [k],
[kx], and [x], out of which the most frequent is the fricative [x] instead of

the plosive [k]. In terms of generational differences in Oirat-like features,
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two speakers aged 60 years or older displayed an occurrence of approxi-
mately 50%, whereas six speakers aged 50 years or younger displayed an
occurrence of approximately only 20%, even among speakers with high lev-
els of frequency. Furthermore, Geka (2021) examines the environment in
which the Oirat-like features are realized and finds that they are more likely
to be realized at the word-initial position and before the vowel i in written
Mongolian. However, they are less likely to be realized at the non-word-

initial position and before the vowels e and {j, 0.

3. Survey method

The study conducted a survey on the reading of Mongolian vocabulary in
Sun (1990) in cooperation with one speaker of the Alasha dialect as the
mother tongue (female, born in 1958 in Alxa Left Banner) in Alxa Left Ban-
ner from the end of January to the end of February 2020. The survey was
conducted and recorded for all the lexical items based on the indexes in
written Mongolian in Sun (1990: 744-768).

For data analysis, the study excluded lexical items that were not men-
tioned in the Alasha dialect on the relevant page of Sun (1990), lexical items
for which the written Mongolian spellings and the phonetic transcriptions of
the Alasha dialect were different, and lexical items that were mispronounced
by native speakers or for which native speakers indicated that the meaning
was unclear. Afterward, the lexemes containing the written Mongolian k
were selected, which brings the total numbers of lexemes and target parts
covered by the study to 495 and 554, respectively.

The study is based on Geka (2021) and analyzes the realization of K in
the Alasha dialect according to the position in which the target part appears
(word-initial or non-word-initial) and the type of vowel that follows (i.e., i,
e, i, and 0), as shown in (3). For the sake of convenience, “ii” and “6” will

be treated together as “ii, 6” because several lexemes frequently interchange
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“@i” and “ 0.” In addition, data from the study will be compared with those
of Sun’s (1990) description of the Alasha dialect, and the results will be ex-

amined from the diachronic perspective.

(3) a. word-initial/non-word-initial
b. Dbefore vowel i/before vowel e/before vowels ii, 6 in written

Mongolian

4. Results

4.1. Status of the Alasha dialect K according to the data of the study

This section summarizes the results of the author’s data on the realization of
K in the Alasha dialect, which corresponds to k in written Mongolian. Similar
to Geka (2021), the study found that K in the Alasha dialect was realized
phonetically using three sounds, namely, plosive [k], affricate [kx], and fric-
ative [x]. Tables 3 and 4 present the number and percentage of each pho-
netic realization (rounded to the nearest whole number). Specifically, Table
3 indicates the number of realizations in each position (word-initial or non-
word-initial), whereas Table 4 illustrates the number of realizations for each
type of the following vowel.

In (2), the presence or absence of closure was used as a criterion for the
Oirat-like features of the velar obstruent K. However, two positions are pos-
sible for the Oirat-like features of the realization of the affricate [kx]. If the
Oirat-like feature is the appearance of a plosive, then only the plosive [k] is
relevant but not the affricate [kx]. Conversely, when the Oirat-like feature
is defined as appearing with a closure, then not only the plosive [k] but also
the affricate [kx] is included. The study refrains from choosing one position

over the other due to the lack of a positive reason to take either position.
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Table 3 demonstrates that the occurrences of [k] at the word-initial and
non-word-initial are is approximately 68% and 11%, respectively. In addi-
tion, the occurrence at the word-initial is higher. Similarly, in [k] and [kx],
the word-initial and non-word-initial occurrences are approximately 69%
and 20%, respectively, which indicates that the word-initial occurrence is
also higher. Based on this fact, the study thus concludes that the Oirat-like
features are more likely to be realized at the word-initial than at the non-
word-initial.

Table 4 shows that in the occurrence of [k], the rates of occurrence
before vowels i, e, and ii, 6 is approximately 54%, 38%, and 18%, respec-
tively. For [k] and [kx], the rates of occurrence before vowel i, e, and i, 6
was approximately 68%, 49%, and 22%, respectively. In all cases, the high-
est rates of occurrence were realized before vowels i, e, and i, 0, in this
order. Based on this finding, the study thus concludes that the Oirat-like
features are most likely realized before vowels i and e, but they are less
likely to be realized before vowel ii, 6 than before vowels i or e in relation

to the type of vowel that follows.

Table 3. Realization of the Alasha dialect K by word position
Word-initial (151) Non-word-initial (403)

Number | Percentage | Number | Percentage
[K] 102 68% 45 11%
[kx] 2 1% 35 9%
[K]+[kx] | 104 69% 80 20%
[X] 47 31% 323 80%

Source: This study.
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Table 4. Realization of the Alasha dialect K by vowel types

i (76) e (99) i, 6 (379)
Number | Percentage | Number | Percentage | Number | Percentage
[K] 41 54% 38 38% 68 18%
[kx] 11 14% 11 11% 15 4%
[K] + [kx] 52 68% 49 49% 83 22%
[x] 24 32% 50 51% 296 78%

Source: This study.

4.2. Comparison of data of the study with Sun (1990)

This section compares the phonetic realizations of the author’s data de-
scribed in the previous section with Sun’s (1990) description of the Alasha
dialect and examines them from the diachronic perspective.

Tables 5 and 6 summarize the realizations of K in the Alasha dialect in
Sun (1990).

In contrast to the author’s data, Sun (1990) found two realizations of K
in the Alasha dialect, namely, plosive [k] and fricative [x]. Table 5, which
summarizes the results according to position in the word, illustrates that the
rates of occurrence of the plosive [k] is approximately 98% and 87% in the
word-initial and non-word-initial cases, which is slightly lower in the non-
word-initial case than in the word-initial case. In both cases, however, the
rate occurrence is very high. Table 6 indicates that the rate of occurrence of
the plosive [k] is 92%, 99%, and 87% before vowels i, e, and ii, 0, respec-

tively, with the highest rate occurring before vowel e.
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Table 5. Realization of the Alasha dialect K by word position (Sun, 1990)
Word-initial (151) Non-word-initial (403)

Number | Percentage | Number | Percentage

K] 148 98% 349 87%
IX] 3 2% 54 13%

Table 6. Realization of the Alasha dialect K by vowel type (Sun, 1990)

i (76) e (99) i, 6 (379)

Number | Percentage | Number | Percentage | Number | Percentage

(K] 70 92% 98 99% 329 87%

[X] 6 8% 1 1% 50 13%

At this point, the study will actually compare its data with those of Sun
(1990). Table 7 presents the correspondence between the sets of data for all

the points of interest.

Table 7. Correspondence of data between Sun (1990) and this study of the
Alasha dialect K

Sun (1990)
o [ [
Number | Percentage | Number | Percentage
[K] 146 26% 1 0%
[kx] 29 5% 8 1%
[x] 322 58% 48 9%

In contrast to Sun’s (1990) study of the plosive [k], the author’s data show
that the plosive [k] is used in only approximately 26% of the cases, and that
[k] and [kx] together account for only approximately 31% of the cases. From

the diachronic point of view, this fact can be explained by the fact that the
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Alasha dialect is in a transitional stage, which is an intermediate stage in the

process by which fricatives, which were traditionally pronounced as plosives,

are de-plosivized and are currently pronounced as affricates or fricatives.

Geka (2021: 260) briefly summarizes the diachronic changes in *k and *q

into three types (Figure 1) and suggests that the Alasha dialect may be mov-

ing from Type 2 (to which Oirat belongs and in which *k and *q appear as

a plosive and as a fricative, respectively) to Type 3 (*k and *q appear as

fricatives).

*K
*q

(language
example)

. *k and *q are partially *k and *q are spirantiza-
* *,
kiand *q are plosive spirantizationalized tionalized
Type 1 Type 2 Type 3
Plosive Plosive Fricative
Plosive Fricative Fricative
Santa Oirat
Khalkha Mongolian
Moghol Mongghul

Figure 1. Diachronical changes in *k and *q (Geka, 2021: 260)

Table 8. Correspondence of data between Sun (1990) and current study on the
Alasha dialect K at word-initial

<word- Sun (1990)
initial> [K] [x]
(151) Number | Percentage | Number | Percentage
[K] 101 67% 1 1%
[kx] 1 1% 1 1%
[x] 46 30% 1 1%
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Table 9. Correspondence of data between Sun (1990) and the current study on
the Alasha dialect K at non-word-initial
<non- Sun (1990)
word-ini-
. k
tial> [k] [x]
(403) || Number | Percentage | Number | Percentage

K] 45 11% 0 0%
[kx] 28 7% 7 2%
[X] 276 68% 47 12%

In accordance with this hypothesis, the study then considers the position in
the word and the type of the following vowels. Tables 8 and 9 summarize
the correspondence of the data between the current study and Sun (1990)
on word position. Specifically, Table 8 depicts that, at the word-initial, the
plosive [k] in Sun (1990) is also realized as the plosive [k] in the current
study in 67% of cases and as fricative [x] in 30% of cases. Conversely, Table
9 indicates that, in the non-word-initial, the sound corresponding to the plo-
sive [k] in Sun (1990) is also realized as the plosive [k] in 11% and as the
fricative [x] in 68% of the current data. Based on a comparison between
Tables 8 and 9, the study infers that the correspondence between word-ini-
tial and non-word-initial is in contrast. From the diachronic point of view,
these facts suggest that the de-plosivisation of the velar obstruents in the
Alasha dialect is more likely to occur at the non-word-initial than at the
word-initial.

Tables 10-12 summarize the correspondence of data between the cur-
rent study and Sun (1990) for the types of following vowels. Table 10 shows
that before vowel i, the ratio of the plosive [k] in Sun (1990) to the plosive
[k] in the current study is 53%, whereas the ratio of the fricative [x] to the
fricative [x] is 28%, and the ratio of the plosive [Kk] to the fricative [x] is
higher. Table 11 indicates that before the vowel e, the ratio of the plosive
[k] in Sun (1990) that is realized as the plosive [k] in the current study is
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38%, whereas the ratio realized as the fricative [x] is 51%, which is higher
than that of the plosive [k]. Furthermore, Table 12 denotes that before vowel
i, 0, the plosive [k] in Sun (1990) was also realized as the plosive [k] in 18%
of the current study, whereas it was realized as the fricative [x] in 66% of
the current study, which is a higher percentage of the fricative [x] than the
plosive [k]. Throughout Tables 10-12, the study infers that the plosive [k]
in Sun (1990) is more likely to be realized as plosive [k] than fricative [x]
before vowel i. However, it is more likely to be realized as fricative [x] than
plosive [k] before vowels e and i, 6. Notably, the rate of occurrence of af-
fricates in the current study, which correspond to the plosive [k] in Sun
(1990), is highest before vowels i (12%), e (10%), and ii, 6 (3%) in this order.
These facts suggest that, from the diachronic point of view, the de-plosivi-
sation of the velar obstruents in the Alasha dialect is more likely to occur

before vowels e and i, 6 than before vowel i.

Table 10. Correspondence of data between Sun (1990) and the current study
on the Alasha dialect K before vowel i in written Mongolian

Sun (1990)
e [ i
Number | Percentage | Number | Percentage
[K] 40 53% 1 1%
[kx] 9 12% 2 3%
IX] 21 28% 3 4%
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Table 11. Correspondence of data between Sun (1990) and the current study
on the Alasha dialect K before vowel e in written Mongolian

Sun (1990)
<(9e9)> [K] [
Number | Percentage | Number | Percentage
[K] 38 38% 0 0%
[kx] 10 10% 1 1%
IX] 50 51% 0 0%

Table 12. Correspondence of data between Sun (1990) and the current study
on the Alasha dialect K before vowel ii, 6 in written Mongolian

Sun (1990)
<(g'7g)> [K] ]
Number | Percentage | Number | Percentage
[K] 68 18% 0 0%
[kx] 10 3% 5 1%
[X] 251 66% 45 12%

5. Summary and future tasks

This section describes the discussion on the velar obstruent K in the Alasha
dialect based on data from a vocabulary reading survey. First, the syntactic
description of the current study indicates shows that, in contrast to previous
studies, it is realized by three types of sounds, namely, plosive, affricate, and
fricative. The environment in which Oirat-like features are more likely to be
realized can be described in terms of their position in the word (they are
more likely to be realized at the word-initial than at the non-word-initial)

and in terms of the type of the following vowels (they are more likely to be
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realized before vowels i and e, but less likely to be realized before vowel {j,
and 0).

In addition, data between Sun (1990) the current study. Furthermore,
the de-plosivisation of the velar obstruents in the Alasha dialect was dis-
cussed from the diachronic perspective. Thus, the study concluded that the
de-plosivisation of velar obstruents in the Alasha dialect are more likely to
occur at the non-initial-word than at the word-initial and are more likely to
occur before vowels e and i, 6 than before vowel i.

The most useful data for syntactic description are those from natural
discourse. In the future, the study intends to collect additional data on nat-
ural discourse to compensate for the shortcomings of the reading surveys

and to test the hypotheses on the basis of data from natural discourse.
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ABSTRACT

Status of the Alasha Dialect of Mongolian
within Mongolic as Analyzed Through Velar

Obstruents

Aoi GEKA
Kyoto University, JAPAN
/ Japan Society for the Promotion of Science, JAPAN

The literature describes the Alasha dialect of Mongolian, which was origi-
nally an Oirat language, as having partially lost its Oirat features (de-Oirati-
zation) and as having evolved into an interlanguage due to the interference
of Inner Mongolian dialects. However, previous studies lacked a detailed
examination of the influence of Inner Mongolian dialects and the realization
of de-Oiratization. To address this research gap, the study focuses on the
velar obstruents K in the Alasha dialect, which dates back to *k in Proto-
Mongolian, and analyzes their phonetic realization based on survey data.
In Oirat Mongolian, the sound that date backs to *k in Proto-Mongolian
is realized as the plosive [k]. In contrast, in non-Oirat Mongolian, such as
Khalkha Mongolian, the sound that date backs to *k in Proto-Mongolian is
realized as the fricative [x]. The results of the survey data demonstrate that
the velar obstruents are more frequently realized as the fricative [x] instead
of the plosive [k] (which is occasionally realized as the affricate [kx]). From
a diachronic point of view, the de-plosivisation of the velar obstruents in the
Alasha dialect is depicted as more likely to occur at the non-word-initial and

before vowels e and ii, 6. Through a phonetic analysis of the velar obstruents,
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this study reveals that among the Mongolian languages, the Alasha dialect

is in an intermediate stage of de-Oiratization.
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Ak B AP A7)
% olght Wl

Anma HyTruiH asanryy Hb aHx Oiipaj X3JIHHUUA HOI3H TepeJs OalicaH
6eree/ cypask Ouuurt OMpaf X3JIHUN MIMHX YaHAPBIT X3COTYIdH aafax
0aliHa T2 TOMOPXOMJICOH Oaiifar (3HA3XYYy YWJI ABLUBIT YT CyJajiraaH]l 3C
Oripagwiargax rax HIpJIICOH 00JIHO) Oereef] 5H3 Hb OBOPMOHTOJI HY TTUHH
asJITYyHBI HOJIOOTeep XyBbCaH HAT TOPJIMIIH 3aBCPBIH X3J1 O0JIOH XyBUPYII.
I'scoH x3Aui 4 eMHeX cyAajiraaHyyl Hb OBOPMOHIOJI asjryyHbl HOJIee, 3C
Oripapunargax 0OJICOH Tajlaap HapUUBWIAH aB4 Y333ryU OOJIHO. DHIXYY
cyfajraa Hb TOJWIOH AJila HyTTUNH asJTyyH JaXb 366J16H TarHauIlicaH
caaTcaH aBua K- miir anxaapaH y3CoH M6H 3/r35p aBua Hb 3PTHUII MOHTOJI
xXoHUM *k-33¢ ynbaarail Gaibk 0osi0ox I0M. Bup eepcauiiH  XUKCOH
cyaajraaHjiaa YHAICJISH Oycaf aBuaHbsl 60auT Gaiifjajg AYH IMIMHXUIITID
XUUB.

Otripay MOHTOJT X3JI9H[ 3PTHUIH MOHTOJI X3JIHI3C yJibaaTaii *k aBua
Hb xaMxux [K] OosicoH 6aiiHa. Jcparaspad, oupag Oyc MOHIOJI XdJI
TyXaiibas Xajax MOHTOJI X3JI9H/T SPTHUN MOHTOJI X3JIHUHM *k Hb myprax [x]
b6osicoH OatiHa. BupgHuil cypanraaHaac xapaxall, 366JI6H TarHaiuIicaH
caaTcaH aBua Hb WIYPrax [x] aBua GOJICOH Hb WJIYY OJIOH 60JI0X00C Ouil,
xapuH xamxux [k] (xaasa TOXHUOJOX XaMXKUH IIYPrax [kwx]) OUIll IOM.
TyyxsH mar xyranaassl CyfaJjiraaHbl YYAHI3C aBy Y3BdJI, AJiia HyTIHMIH
asAITYyH] 366JI6H TarHaullicaH caaTCaH aBMa 3C XaMXXUIAaxX 9HD Y33rdJI
WJTYY UX33p WIBPC3H 6a YyruiiH TIpryyH Oyc yend srmwur e 60JI0H U, O-UiH
©MHO WJIYY UX TOXUOJIAAOr. DHIXYY 366JI6H TarHaulliCcaH caaTCaH aBHaHBI
a”HaJM3aap JaMmXxyyJaH, yr cyAajiraasgg AJjma HYTTUHH asaiaryy oc

Orfipagunargax y3arasj Hb OyH[ Ye maraHgaa Oaiiraar xapyyJsok OaiiHa.
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