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ABSTRACT

A study on the modality of Phags-pa text

SIQIN
Minzu University of China, CHINA

Modality generally refers to the grammatical category that belongs to the
category of semantics, such as the attitude, opinion, expectation, require-
ment, etc. Held by the declarant towards the stated object. The earliest study
on the Mongolian modality category is that Y-Schmidt divides the verb into
three types: deliberative, expected deliberative, and possible. This is obvi-
ously an expression divided by modality. Later, Poppe and Sanjaiyev pointed
out that the tense of the predicate is closely related to the modality. T-Pagba
believes that there are lexical and grammatical means for expressing modal-
ity in Mongolian. The modality and verbal dependence of Mongolian are
particularly active in the tenses of verbs. He also pointed out that the mo-
dality can be used in the flexible use of spoken language, tonal performance,
and throughout the entire presentation process. It was the first to pointed
out many forms of expression in the Mongolian. Recently, Yu - MunkhA-
mgalan and JinGan have systematically analyzed the meanings and forms of
the modern Mongolian Modality by special works. Benjamen did research
on the Modalities and evidentiality of Medal Mongol, Khalkha dialect and
Khorqin dialect of Modern Mongolian. This is the first time to study the Mo-
dalities and Evidentiality of Mongolian dialects.

Through the research of past scholars on Mongolian Modalities, the re-
search on Mongolian Modalities are most of in based on modern Mongolian
or Mongolian dialect. But research of the origin or the history and the de-

velopment of Mongolian Modality, it is necessary to study its antiquity. From
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this point of view, the origin, composition, evolution and development of
the Mongolian Modality, it is necessary to do a thorough study of the ancient
Mongolian Modality. It should also be monitored for the remnants of local
dialects or their linguistic features. Therefore, this thesis analyzes the Middle
Mongol Phags-pa text material and summarizes the following Mongolian
Modalities. On the basis of the theory and practices of past scholars on Mon-
golian Modality, an analysis of the meddle Mongol Phags-pa text and the
following conclusions were made.

The Phgs-pa text reveals the meanings of three major types and nine
sub-types of Modalities. Cognitive modality (affirmed, verification, empha-
sized, transitional, comparisonable) , estimated modality, action modality

(approval, prohibited, denied) . the modality of modern Mongolian obvi-
ously modality, attitudes, emotional, exhorted(warnings), and needed mo-
dalities have not been revealed. However, there is a transitional modality
and negative modality, which is not the case in modern Mongolia. Examples:

B390H0 B9I4
ayuqu mun
not afraid of that

o HEUB WK HUXT6RIal
ja-ura gem t‘6ron bué

misfortune happened

So in this thesis analysis of the Phags-pa text of the Middle Mongol can be
said to be a new chapter of the previous scholars. This broadened the lin-
guistic material on Mongolian Modality the existence and meaning of the

Mongolia, but also expanded the study of historical time.
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