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Mu¢ o po:xkaenun yepes cMepTh B HapTnane

PaccmaTpuBaercst apxandeckuil puTyan H0OpPOBOJIBHOM CMEPTH, CYIIECTBOBABIIUM IOYTH
y BCEX HapoOAOB, B TOM YHCIE M KaBKa3CKMX. B 3IOXy IOBBIIIEHHOH BOGHHOH aKTUBHOCTH
Ha 3aKaTe NepBOOBITHO-OOIIMHHOIO CTPOs, KOTa B MY)KYMHE [IEHHIACh B OCHOBHOM TOJIBKO BO-
eHHas 00JIeCTh, CTAPUKOB 32 OecIloNe3HOCTh yOuBanu. B olLieHKe AaHHOTO SIBIEHHUS aBTOpaMu
CTaThU MPOYUTHIBACTCS KaK YBSI3KA C CYPOBBIMH YCIOBHSMHM JKH3HH apXaW4eCKUX M IPUMUTHUB-
HBIX OOIIECTB, TaK U (ONBKIOPHO-MHU(OIOTHIECKIH MOTHB. DIOC OCETUHCKOTo Hapoaa «HapTsr
KamKeITe» («HapTroBeckne ckazaHMs») HOHEC 10 COBPEMEHHOCTH SIBIICHUS TyXOBHOH M MaTepu-
AJIBHOM JKU3HM HApOJa, KOPHU KOTOPBIX TasATCS B PAaHHUX apXaWUeCKHUX PUTyalaxX M BPEMEHHBIX
HAIUTACTOBAHUAX, OOYCIIOBIEHHBIX S3BIYECKHMH BEPOBAHUSMH U PEIUTHO3HON Mu(OIOTHEi.
ABTOpBI, yOEIUBIINCH, YTO YTPAadeHbI HE BCE CUMBOJIBI PUTYAJILHOIO 00psiaa yOHeHus cTaples,
MONBITAINCH PEKOHCTPYHPOBATH €ro 0oJiee IPEeBHNUE CEMAaHTHUECKUE CTPYKTYPBI HA OCHOBE LIUKJIA
cKa3aHuii 00 YpbI3Mare, CHMBOJIMYECKH IIPOYMTAB PUTYAll U PAaCCMOTPEB OOpSAA B THIIOJIOrHYE-
CKOM acHeKTe.

Knrouesvie cnosa: HapTOBCKUiA 3110C, TOOPOBOJIBHASL CMEPTh, PUTYAN, POXKICHHE Yepe3 CMEPTb,
HAIHUTOK OeCCMEPTHSI.

Putyan ymepuinenns Oecriose3HbIX WICHOB cO00IIeCTBa — MpodiieMa YHCTO STHO-
rpadudeckas. OH mpencraBisieT coOOi TaBHO OTXKMBIIMK 0OpsA, KOTOPHIH ObUT 00Y-
CJIOBJICH H/ICOJIOTHEH U COLMATIbHO-9KOHOMHUYECKUMH YCIIOBUSIMH TIPUMUTHBHOHN 3IOXH.

3amerum, uro eme B. 5. [Ipomm mucan o 3HAYUMOCTH BCKPBITHS MPEICTABICHHIA,
JISKAIMX B OCHOBE ONPEJEICHHBIX MOTHBOB, NCTOPHUYECKUX MPUYMH WX CEMaHTHKH,
ocoOeHHOCTEH (POpM MEPBOOBITHOTO MBIIIICHUS! U O 3HAYMMOCTH MX MPUBJICUYEHUS VIS
TPaKTOBKH UcCTOpHyecKoi cemaHTHKH [[Ipomm, 1986, c. 30]. [lanHOe monoxeHne o0y-
CJIOBHJIO LIENb, OTPENCIUIIO 33/1a4l U PaMKH HacTosmed ctarbi. O3Ha4eHHBIH pUTyal
n3JIaraeTcs B CTaThe ONKMcaTebHO. JIJIsl aBTOPOB BaXKHBI HE CTOJIBKO €r0 UCTOPUYECKHIA
aCIIeKT M COLMANbHbIE (DYHKLMH, CKOJIBKO OTPAXXEHUE B HEM MHU(a 0 POXKACHUH uYepe3
CMEPTh, a TAKXKE POJIb (OPM MEPBOOBITHOTO MBINUICHUS B BBISBICHUH «HCTOPUYECKOM
CEeMaHTHKI» 00psiza, JUIs Yero MPEANPHUHSTA MONBITKA OCMBICIUTD HMEBILIHMHCS B UCTO-
pHUECKOil IeHCTBUTENBHOCTH (DaKT B reporyeckoM smoce «HapTei.

BriepBbie B HapTOBEAEHNH PUTYall 1OOPOBOJILHON CMEpPTH paccMaTpUBaeTCs B CTa-
ThE B KaU€CTBE MCTOYHHKA, JIETIIETO B OCHOBY MH(a O POXKIECHHU Yepe3 CMEPTh U IO-
SIBTICHUH HamuTKa 6eccmeptus B Haptuane.
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OO0psin puryanpHOrO yOWeHHs CTapukoB B HapTmane, BcTpewarommiics B 3moce
MHOTHX HAapOJOB, U PUTyaJl YMEPIIBJICHUS MPABUTEICH MO MPUIMHE UX OIPSXICHHUS
[®pazep, 1986, c. 299-332] THmoNOTHYeCKH, HECOMHEHHO, CXOIHBI. B 3TOH Tpaaumun
HApTOB BBI3BIBAIOT MCCIIECIOBATENBCKAN HHTEPEC IPEBHEHIINE TIPEICTABICHUS U MIEPBO-
OBITHOE MHPOBOCIIPHATHE, TiepeaanHbie MudoMm. Vcxons u3 monoxkeHus, 9o MuGOIo-
THYECKOE MBIIIJICHHE HE BCErna ClenyeT 3a PAalMOHAIBHBIM CO3HAHHEM, IOPOH Jaxe
OTIepEe’KaeT ero, U 4TO «HMCTOKH PEIUTHU HaxOoIsATcs He Ha Hebe, a Ha 3emie» [Mapkc,
Ourense, 1955, ¢. 25], MBI pUCKHYTH «IIPOYUTATH» COXPAHHUBIIHECS CIOKETHI O «I00Opo-
BOJIBHOM CMEPTH» CTapPUKOB.

M3 Bcex HallMOHAaJIbHbIX BepCl/Iﬁ HapTI/laIlbI YAaJloCh U3BJICYD JIBa CaAMOCTOATCIIbHBIX
CIOKeTa 10 00bIYal0 YMEPIIBJICHHSI CTAPIIEB.

B appirckux, abxa3ckux W a0a3MHCKUX BEPCHUAX CKa3aHUH CaMOro CTaporo Hapra
cOpaceiBaM XHMBEIM B mpomnactb. Korma Hapt BaneiHa (BapuaHt: Aen) OoApsXiel, TO
CHIH (BapHaHT: BHYK) IOCAIWI €r0 B KOpP3WHY, NOAHsUICS Ha BeprmmHy ['opbl Crapo-
CTH Y CKHHYJI €€ B TIIyOOKyI0 pacmienuHy. Ho kop3uHa ¢ OTIIOM 3alenuiack 3a MeHeK,
U CTapHK, 3aCMESBIINCH, 3aMETWJI CHIHY, YTO M UIS HEr0 HACTYIUT TOT J€Hb, KO-
T/Ia U €T0 CBHIH COPOCHT €ro C 3TOH caMoil TOpHI W, BO3MOXHO, KOP3WHA C HUM TaKXKe
3arenuTcs 3a 3ToT MeHb. ChIH Mpu3agyMaics HajJ CJIOBAaMH OTIA, HOMHSI €0 U OTHEC
B TOPHYIO MEIIepy, a MyCTYI0 KOP3UHY OpOCKII B IPOIacTh. ExeHenebHO OH IPHHOCHIT
0TIy ey, M KOTJla HApTOB IIOCTHUTJIM HECYACThs, TO TOJBKO MYJPbIA COBET cTapla-oTia
IIOMOT UM BO3POAMTH NOTEpsiHHOE. M BOT C TeX MOp HapThl MepecTany youBarh cTapu-
koB [KymaxoB, Kymaxoga, 1998, c. 149-150].

CMex crapiia Ha TIOpOTre CMEPTH CYIIIECTBOBAJ TAKXKE B TPATUIIMUA MHOTHX HApPOJIOB:
cp. «Y nmpeBHelniero HaceneHus CapJUHUU... CYIIECTBOBAJ 00bIYail yOMEHUS cTapu-
KOB. YOHUBas CTapuKOB, TPOMKO cMesutuch» [[Ipomm, 1976, c. 188]. B aToit Tpaauium,
M0 MHEHHUIO YYEHBIX, 3aIlleUaTiICHbl «CIIEAbl CEeMaHTHKH apXamdHOro obpsmay» [[lrome-
3uib, 1990, ¢. 150].

HapTroBckuii 31moc coxpaHseT JIUIIb JaIeKUi OTTOJIOCOK IPEBHEro o0psaa, Imojjie-
JKAIET0 PACCMOTPEHHUIO B TUIIOJIOTMYECKOM KOHTEKCTE IpeBHEro putyaina. K mpumepy,
CapIOHMYECKHN CMEeX HMMEeT aHaJOTHMH M B AABITCKUX BEPCHSAX HAPTOBCKOTO 3I10CA:
«Haptsl, pesxe yeM yOMBaTh CBOMX CTAapUKOB, YCTPAWBAIU ITHP, PA3BICKAINCH, IIPH-
YeM M CaMH CTapHKH, OOpeUeHHBIE HA CMEPTh, BECEIMINCH Ha 3TOM mupy» [Kymaxos,
Kymaxoga, 1998, c. 147].

B. 4. Ilponn yTBepXkaaer, 4To «CMEX CO3/aeT KU3Hb, OH COILYTCTBYET POXKIEHUIO
U CO3JIaeT ero. A eclii 3TO TakK, TO CMeX NpH YOWBaHUH NPEBpaIIaeT CMEPTh B HOBOE
POXICHUE, YHUYTOXKACT YOUitcTBO. TeM caMbIM 3TOT CMEX €CTh aKT OJarodecTus, mpe-
Bpallaroluii cMex B HoBoe poxaeHue» [IIponm, 1976, c. 187]. Cmex capaoB npu cmep-
TH CTapUKOB, KaK W TO3THIE CIy4aW cMeXa Ha TMOXOpOHaxX y APYTHX HApPOAOB, IO MHE-
HUIO HM3BECTHOTO (OIBKIOPUCTA, OOBEAMHEHBI OOIIeH 3aKOHOMEPHOCTBIO, IAFOIIEH
MIPaBO CYUTATH CMEX MAarMYeCKIM CPEICTBOM cOo3IaHws Xu3HU [ Tam xe, c. 188].

B agpIrckux BepcHSIX HAPTOBCKUX CKA3aHUU COAEPKUTCS U CYpPOBOE OCYXICHHE
3TOrO )KECTOKOTo 00psi/a: «...CyTh 00ObIuasi yOUBaTh CTAPUKOB. .. BPS JIU MOXKHO CBe-
CTH JIMIIb K Tpe3peHuto k cmeptu» [Tam xe, c. 147], u moaTOMy HapTam aabITCKUX
BEepCHUH yAaeTcsl ynpa3jHUTh OObIYail YOMEHHs CTapUKOB, UCIONB3Ys HX XK€ YM
U MYAPOCTh. DMOCOBEIbl 3aMEYAIOT, YTO HCKIIFOUCHHE COCTaBJSIET «OJHO CKa3aHue,
3alMCaHHOE y aJbIroB, mpoxuBarommx B Cupuu. CorracHO 3TOMy CKazaHUIO (comep-
JKalleMy HWHHOBAIIMOHHBIC 3JICMEHTHI), TIOCIE JIUTEIBHOMN KHU3HU (IO THICSYEICTHETO
BO3pacTa) HEMOIIHBIC CTAPUKU CaMH O00OpalIaloTCs K TIaBe HAPTOB C MPOCKOOH CO3BATh
COBET, TJI¢ OHH BO BpeMs MHpa JOOPOBOJIEHO YXOAAT u3 u3HW» [Kymaxos, Kymaxona,
1998, c. 148].

K. Hiomesmns B kHure «CKudbl W HApTBD) MPHUBOAWUT 3aNFCH JPEBHHUX T'PEKOB
(ITunwst, TTommnonust Menbr), CBUIETENBCTBYIOIINE O TOM, YTO CKU(BI, HE XKelasi cTa-
petb, Opocanuch B MOpE € BBICOTHI CKalbl, a y Banepus dnakka 3adukcUpoBaHoO, 4TO
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Yy capMaToB CTapHKH 3aCTaBsUIM yOMBaTh ceOsi MeuaMM CBOMX ke cblHOBed [/lrome-
3mib, 1990, c. 199].

B omenke maHHOTO SBJIEHUS, BOCHPUHUMAEMOTO OOJBIIMHCTBOM HCCIEIOBATENCH
OTHIOZb HE KaK (POMBKIOPHO-MU(DOIOTUIESCKI MOTHB, JIeKHT, 1o MHeHuo 1O. 0. Kap-
TIOBa, YBSI3Ka HE TOIBKO C CYPOBBIMHU YCIOBUSMH KH3HU apXaWUeCKUX W MPUMHTUBHBIX
00I1IECTB, HO TIPEUMYIIECTBEHHO C OCOOEHHOCTSIMH XO3SHCTBEHHOTO U OOILECTBEHHOTO
YKJIaI0B KHU3HH, a TAK)KE COMYTCTBOBABIINMHU MM KyJIBTAMH M PUTYaJIbHON MPAKTUKOM
[Kapmos, 1996, c. 138—139]. He numeno apryMeHTannu ¥ HapoIHOE OOBSICHEHNE OOBI-
yasi yOMEeHHs CTaAPUKOB, COTJIACHO KOTOPOMY TOJIBKO JYIIHU T€X, KTO yMUPaJ JOCTOHHOMN
CMepThI0, 00peTai CBOe MOBTOPHOE cyliecTBoBaHKHEe. K mprMepy, B 310Xy HOBBIIICH-
HOW BOEGHHOW aKTMBHOCTH Ha 3aKaTe MepBOOBITHO-OOMIMHHOTO CTPOsI, KOTJa B MY»XUHHE
LIEHWIaCh B OCHOBHOM TOJIBKO BOECHHasl J100JIeCTh, CTAPUKOB 32 OECIIONe3HOCTh yOuBa-
mu. B wacTHOCTH, y anaH CUMTAICS «CUACTIMBBIM TOT, KTO HCITyCKaeT yX B CPa’KeHUH,
a CTapuUKOB WM YMEPIINX OT CIy4alHBIX OOJIe3HEH OHU NpPECIEAYIOT XECTOKUMH Ha-
CMEIIKaMH, KaK BRIPOAKOB M TpycoB» [Abaes, 1990, c. 224].

B HaptoBckom 31moce OCeTHH MHUIIMATHBA JOOPOBOIBHOW CMEPTH MUCXOIUT OT ca-
MOT0 HapTa — CTaperomero Y pe3mara:

Onpsixjien HapT YpbI3Mar, HaJUIOMHIIUCh €r0 CHJIbI, HE XOJMI OH OOJIbIIE B MOXOJIBI.
Ilepecrana HapTCKast MOJTOEKb CIPAIIMBATh y HETO COBETA, a HAIIINUCH U TAKUE IOHOIIH,
4TO cMesnuch Hag Ypeamarom. C yTpa yXoaua HapT YpbI3Mar Ha HUXac U IMPOBOJIHI TaM
Leqble JHH, CIyIIash HOBOCTH, KOTOPBIE PAcCKa3bIBAIM JIOAW. [ JIsmeN, Kak COCTSA3aeTCs
B CTpenb0e M3 JIyKOB HApTCKas MOJIOAEXKb, BCIOMHHAI CBOM MOJIOBIC TOABI M TPYCTHII
0 TOM, YTO HUKOT/]a OHH HE BEPHYTCSL.

— DX, ecnu OBl eme pa3 CXOIUTH MHE B ITOX0J]! — BOCKIHMKHYJI pa3 YpbI3Mar U I0-
men Ha OOJNBIION HapTCKWii Huxac. TyT cuaena HapTckas Mojojexb. W ckaszan ei
YpbI3mar:

— C nmeTcTBa 51 10 caMOif CTapOCTH BCE CUIIBI pa3yMa CBOETO IIEAPO OTAaBall s BaMm,
a Tenephb CTapas TojoBa MOs CTana AJsl Bac 00y30i 1 HeT oT MeHs Gonblue mpoky. IToro-
My TIpOIIy s Bac: CKOJIOTHTE OOJNBIION M KpEemKhil CyHIYK, MOJOXKHTE MEHS B HETO
u 6pocbTe B Mope. Henb3st MeHSI XOPOHHUTH Ha KITaA0uIIe HAPTOB.

TyT HEKOTOpHIE IOHOIIH CKa3au:

— Kax cranem MBI XHTh, €ciii He OyJeT ¢ HaMH MyApOro Ypel3Mara, KOTOPBHIH Ha-
CTaBJISLJT HAaC Ha pasym?

Ho cnpImHel ObIIHM ¥ ApyTHE TOJI0CA:

— CoBceM yiKe COCTapHJICs OH U HY Ha 4TO TEIepb He TOJICH.

Hukro He pemwics MCHOMHUTH BOJMIO Ypbi3Mara. M Ha ciepyromui 1eHb, Ipuas
Ha HUXac, YpbI3Mar OIATh CTal MPOCHTh, YTOOBI CAETAIM CYHIYK, TOJOXKUIN €ro TyJaa
1 OPOCHIIH B MOpE.

BuasaTt Monosie HapTHI, HE YTOBOPHIIb CTAPHKA.

Ha tpernii 1eHb CKOJOTWIIM OHM CYHIYK, IOJIOXKWIN TyJxa YpbI3Mara, Jaliud eMy Ha
HEJIeITIO eJIbl, IIOTHO 3aKPBUIH KPBIIKY W OpOCHiIM CyHAyK B Mope [Cka3zaHus 0 HapTax,
1973, c. 108-109].

Haie BHUMaHue B JaHHOM OTpPBIBKE ITPUBJIEKIIA JIEKCEMA YblpbiH ‘CYHIYK’, KOTOPast
B OCETHHCKOM SI3bIKE BCTPEYAETCS] TAKXKE B 3HAUCHHWH ‘TPOO’ B CKa3zaHUU «YBIPHI3-
MoepKel (hoectar Oammy («Ilocmennuii moxom Ypsi3maray):

Hapmor nvixacme payslouc Yolpvizmee Oblyye 1003@00iCbl HYOU ®@ME 3d2bmda
Apmaee Hapmaen:

— Ma yvicoLiceii M 3epoHObl BOHM® YbIH M 30HO HUKYbL Daxcencee KOOmoH. I ve Hbip
VbIH MCHGU Natoa Hal Uc, @Me@ MbiH Capazyn HZOM YH2M®U YbIPbIH M®E M®E YblM
HBIBAEPYM CeMae Me OeHOCbI3bl DANNApym.: MeeHoeH HapMbl YeIMEpPOmMbl Heell Hbl20eH eH.

Kecmeepmaee 3a2omoti:

— Hee 30nO0amonee Yuvipvizmee ne yeauiie Kybl HE Yd, V@O YRPLIHEH HUYb
0OaKeHO3bICMEM.

Amee Hee bakacmulempl tie KoOMMe. Y@ ma caem payblouc Obikkae xamm Yolpblzmae
eMe ma CblH 3a2bma:
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— LHoemen me @vioebonei mapym? Capazym MulH YblpblH ®MeE Mee Oannapym
OEHOICHI3bL.

Teenoen Kywi Heeyan yulo, yaed vin Apmae Hapmoer capazviny yoenecemaeil yblpoli, cug-
MBIHO3bIHY bIH XRO3APEH Y0, ANACHIHY U M 1ice ObIHONCHID OEHONICHI3bL HANNAPLIHY,
Voipvizmaeoacer [Hapter, 1990, k1. 1, ¢. 139-140].

‘Beimen Ypei3Mar Ha HapTOBCKMI HbIXac, ONMPascCh Ha JABE MAJKU, U CKazal Tpem
[bamunusim] Haptos:

— C 10HOCTH JI0 CTApOCTH HUKOTJA HE >KaJel sl ATl BaC CBOETO yMa, TeTeph K€ HET
BaM OT MEHsI OOJIbIIIE TONB3BI, U CAETAaNTe MHE U3 INIOTHOTO IyTyHa Ipod, MOJI0KHUTE Tyaa
1 B MOpE KHHBTE: HElIb3sI MEHSI XOPOHHUTh Ha HAPTOBCKOM KJIAIOUIIE.

Munaamve ckazaiu:

— He Oyner Bo riaBe Hac Myzaporo [HactaBHUKa]| YpbI3Mara, Tak ¥ KM3HH JUIsl Hac He
Oyner. — M He nociymaiucs ero.

Bo BTOpOIi pa3 Kk HUM BbIIIEN YpbI3Mar U CHOBa CKa3all:

— 3auem BbI MeHs Myyaete? Crenaiite MHe rpob u B Mope Opocbre!

Jenatp Hevero, nenaroT HapTh [13 Tpex dhamumii] eMy dyTyHHbIH rpo0, ¢ KaXI0ro joMa
Mo mape OBIKOB 3ampsraloT, OTBO3AT YpbI3Mara M B Oojpmioe Mope Opocaror’ [HapTsl,
1989, ku. 2, c. 80].

B ponu BMecTHiMIIA B pa3HBIX BapuaHTaxX M BEPCUSX CKa3aHWH O HapTax BBICTYIIa-
€T, IOMHUMO CYHJIyKa WK rpo0a, OypIIOK M3 KOXKH KOHs YpbI3Mara:

Korna cuHexxHOOOpOIBIH YpBI3Mar npuIles B TIyOOKYI0 APSXJIOCTh U MEpecTal yda-
CTBOBAaTh B Hae3JaX HAPTOBCKHX, TO OH TOJBKO TEM pa3BiieKall ce0s, YTO BBIXOIMII
Ha HapTOBCKHUH HBIXac ¥ IENBIH JIeHb CIyIIall pacCKasbl M CMOTpEI, [Kak] cTpenseT Hap-
TOBCKasi MOJIOZIEXKb. Y PhI3Mar MoJ| CTapOCTh CTaJl IOCMELIMIIEM HAPTOB, MOJIOAEKD CTalla
IUIeBaTh Ha Hero M oOTuparh [00 Hero]| rps3p cBoux crpei. Hackydmnmn Ype3mary Ha-
cMmeruky HapToB. C 1ocanoil mpuxoauT oH K cBoeil xeHne CaTtaHe U TOBOPHUT €ii:

— 51 OBl raBOi HAPTOB, BOAUI UX BO BCE HAE3/bl, a TEMEPh 51 COCTAPUIICS U OAPSIX-
nen. B Hae3gax ¢ HapTaMH S HE YIacCTBYIO, CHXKY II0 LIEJIBIM JHSM B HbIXace, U HapTHl Ha-
10 MHO#1 cMmetoTest. JXKeman OBl 51 BUAETH CBOIO CMEPTh, HO OOT MHE ee He JaeT.

— Jla 4TO THI Tak CHJIBHO IOPIOCHLIb U JOcafyelllb, — cka3ana CaTaHa, — Be[Jb €CTb KE
IIOrOBOPKA: U KAMEHb CTapeeT, U JePeBO cTapeeT. Thl B CBOE BpeMs KU MEXKIy HapTaMU
MY>XKeM, a Telephb JOIIeN 10 CTapocTH. UTo Tebe ropeBaTh U TY>KUTh, YTO ThI )KUBELIb TaK
MHOT'0, Halll CTapblif My, — cka3aya CaraHa.

Torga YpsI3Mar oTBeyan:

— Taxast *U3Hb CPEaM HAPTOB JUI MEHsA OyJIeT HEBBIHOCHMOIi, a €CIM CMEpTh MOs
eme OyaeT gajeka, To, YTOObl He MOJBEPraThCs €KEIHEBHO HACMEIIKAaM HapTOB, s TOTOB,
MIPEeXAe YeM HaCTAHET Jac CMEPTH, yTOIHUTh ce0sl B MOpE U TaM 3aKOHYHTh CBOM MOCIE]I-
HHUE cTapbie THH!

U Bort, TakuM 00pazoM, YpsI3Mar IpHKasall 3ape3aTb CBOEr0 KOHS, CAeNIaTh U3 KOXU
OypAIoK, 3auTh ero [B OypAiok] u 3abpocuts B Mope. 3acaqwin YpbI3Mara B OypIioK,
3anmian Oyparok u 3adpocunu B Mmope [Hapter, 1989, k. 2, ¢. 83—84].

Wnn u3 mikypsl camoro 0osbioro OyiiBosa (Obika):

...Maeenaen mee yapoceii moe mapo xywizoep y. He kvambeymeeii cmoipocep uu y, ywiil
Mot apeceedym. <..> Hee yapm oin Kbynpucmolebd 6axeemym, GOHbIYbLRXM® MbIH
ovivMemeell Kyvlo aceyya, agpmee. <...> Paticomwl 60H eepbayveex, aghpmaee mee Kvynpuiivl @0
XeepuHeemaee yoeswpym. Axceccym me @eme mee ocence Gyposvi bannapym: @3 ceegunaz
OceH, cemee Kyvlo ¢ecaegon, agpmee [HapTel kammkeiree, 2003, ¢. 398] ‘Mue myume yme-
PETh, 9eM TaK KHUTb. 3apeKbTe CaMOro OOJIBIIOro W3 HamuX OyiBonoB. <...> Illkypy ero
CUMCTUTE KaK Il OypAIoKa Tak, 9TOOBI 0 paccBeTa OHa CTOsUIa HamyToi. Ha paccsere
TIOJIOKUTE MEHS ¢ efoif B Oypmiok. OTHecHTe MEHs M 3aKUHBTE B MOpE: sl JOCTOHH Tnbe-
I, ¥ 51 OJDKEH NCYe3HyTh’ (TiepeBon Hawl. — E. b.).

Wi u3 monooozo 6wviuka, npuzo0H020 K YRPAX*CU:

(Camana) <...> cvicmaouc ceme 6agHEIOMA AceeMee eMe e 1ennyoacm epkoomd,
JIGNNYlibl Xybi3ceH celi epoayapesma: HeOM (2bH®E2, @H2OM caxmeeel. Apeceecma
u@muinos3unaz yeHvie @me e AaIblMbicmbleb0 bakooma. Jlennyivl Xywizcen el

61



(Voipvizmeeoorcor. — E. B.) yvim yaesepoma cemee tiee donvl banncepcma. [Jon el aracma
nanvimel... [Hapter xammokerree, 2003, ¢.417] ‘(Carana) Bcrana M NMpUHAIACH 32 MyXa
1 1o0pHIiIa ero IoJ| MajbuuKa, IPUHAPSAMIA CIOBHO ITApHS: HALUIyXO 3aCTETHYT, IUIOT-
HO OOTAHYT (Oyk6.: Ge3 3a30pa 3acTErHyT, 0e3 3a30pa 3aKphIT). 3ape3ajia MOJIOJOrO
ObluKa, NMPHUIOAHOTO K YNPSDKH, M OYMUCTWIA IIKypy s Oypatoka. CIIOBHO mapHs
(ManpyMKa) TOJOXHIA €ro B Hero u 6pocuia B Booy. Bona yHecna Oyparok’ (mepeBon
Haut. — E. B.).

[Tpy BHUMATEIHHOM ITPOYTEHUH COXPAHHUBIIETOCS «OCKOJIKA» APEBHETO PUTYaJIbHO-
ro oOpsga B IUKIIE CKa3aHW 00 YpbI3Mare BBIABISIETCS, YTO yTPAdEeHBI HE BCE CHMBO-
7Bl puryana. JlaHHOEe 00CTOSATENBECTBO AeNaeT BepHBIM npennoioxenue B. . [Ipomma
0 TOM, YTO TEPOMIECKHUH 3M0C «IOHEC 10 HAIIMX JAHEH NEeTall ¥ YePTOUKHU, KOTOPHIX HE
JTaeT... HUKaKko npyroit marepmam» [IIpomm, 1986, c. 34]. OTo memaer BO3MOXKHBIM
HE TOJBKO PEKOHCTPYHMPOBATH OOsiee NPEBHUE CEMaHTHYECKHE CTPYKTYphI 00psna, HO
JlaeT HaJeX/1y Ha ero CUMBOJMYECKOE NPOYTEHHUE M HA PACCMOTPEHHE B THIIOJOTHYE-
CKOM ILJIaHe.

Ananu3 Mu(pOB, Kak M3BECTHO, €CTh CPEACTBO BBISBJICHUS MEPBUYHBIX CTPYKTYP
CO3HAHMSI.

Bo Bcex BapmaHTax cKkaszaHMs O IOCIEIHEM Oaaye ‘moxozne’ Ypb3mara psiioM
C BMECTHIIUINEM, CYHIYKOM, TPOOOM, OYpIIIOKOM, Be3Ze U Bceraa ¢pypo ‘Boaa’, ‘mMope’,
‘Oospias pexa’. BBIXOAWT, YTO )KM3Hb YENIOBEKA, €r0 XKEJIAHUS M YyBCTBA OJIMIETBO-
psIroTCst 00pa3oM BOABI-PEKH, TEKYIIEH 110 3eMJIe M BIIAAAIOIIEH B MOPE, BOIBI KOTOPOTO
BOCIIPUHUMAIOTCS HE TOJBKO KaK MCTOYHHK JKU3HHM, I7Ie TEYEHHE BOJABI aCCOLUHPYETCS
C TEYCHUEM BPEMEHH, HO TaKXe U Kak Ienb. K Mopro, K 3TOH TaMHCTBEHHOM OEcKOHEd-
HOCTH, YCTPEMJIEHA XW3Hb, X M3 HETO OHAa M mpoucTtekaeT. KynabT BoAbI — camblil CBs-
IIEHHBIN: OHA UMEET CIIACUTENBHYIO CHITY; IPEBHHUE TOBOPMIIM O BO3POXKIAIOIIEM M OMO-
JIAKUBAIOLIEM €€ IeHICTBUM.

B MugonosTrueckoM MbIIUIEHHH BCe OOTH, KHUBYIIHE B MOpPE, SIBJISIOTCS COJHEY-
HBIMU CUMBOJIaMU. UTOOBI COBEPIIUTH MEPEX0/], OHHU MOJIB3YIOTCS CYHAYKOM, KOP3HHOM
C KPBIIIKOM, CTBOJIOM JIepeBa WJIH JIOJIKOH, TO €CTh IPeIMETaMH, KOTOPbIE CUMBOJIU3H-
PYIOT MAaTEPHHCKYIO YTPOOY, ¥ TOTOBSITCS IIEPEHECTH COOTBETCTBYIOIINE JTUIICHHS.

Mudonorema goszgpamumsbcs 6 Mope paBHO3HAUHA APYTOH — 6EPHYMbCA K Mamepu —
1 IMEET CMBICH «YyMEPETh, YTOOBI POJUTHCSI BHOBBY.

W3BecTHO, YTO MyTELIECTBHE, HANIPABIEHHE KOTOPOTO BCErJa MPOTHBOIIOIOXKHO BH-
JUMOMY JHEBHOMY MABMKEHHIO COJIHIIA, HPEACTABISIET COOOM 3BOJIONIUIO, HEPEXOX
OT OJJHOTO COCTOSIHHMS K Apyromy. IMeHHO 1o 3Toii mpuinHe 00psAbl HHULUALUH 4acTO
NPUHUMAIOT (OPMY «CHMBOJIMYECKHX ITyTEIIECTBUI), HAUNHAIOIIMXCS BO ThME HIDKHE-
ro Mupa (WM Jaxe B yTpoOe Matepu). McnbITaHus, OTMEYaroNKe CTauy MyTelecT-
BUA, CHUTAIOTCA O6pﬂ[laMl/I OUYHMIICHUS.

3aMeTHM, 4yTO B MU(OIOITHYECKOM MBIIIICHUH U CYHIYK, ¥ IPp00, 1 OYp/ItOK, mpei-
CTaBISIIONIME COOOH BMECTHJIHMINA, KOTOPhIE MOXXHO 3aKpPBITh, CUHTAIOTCS YXEHCKUMHU
CHUMBOJIAMH M YacTO CBSI3BIBAIOTCS C POXKIAECHHEM W C CHMBOJIOM BOJIbI; HAIpHMED,
BO MHOTHX MHU(]aX HOBOPOXXIEHHBIX, IOMECTHB B KOpP3UHY, OpOCalOT B BOIY, HO, 4y-
JIECHO CITACCHHBIE, OHN CTAHOBSTCS LAPSIMH U T. [I.

[Ipenmomaraem, 9T0 B NMPUBEACHHBIX OTPHIBKAX W3 CKa3aHWH M KOHb, U OyHBOI
(OBIK), 1 MOIIOMION OBIYOK MPUHOCIIIUCH Y PBI3MaroMm B Aap Ooram Kak MCKYIHTENbHAsS
xepTBa: «VICKyNUTENbHBIMH PUTYalIbHBIMU yOHICTBAMH, COIPOBOXKAAEMbBIMU Pa3IHd-
HOTO poJia YHWXXEHUSIMU JKEPTBBI: OpaHblo, IUIEBKAMH, YIAapaMHu XJIbICTa U T. 1., o0ec-
neynBanu cebe craceHrne, OAHOBPEMEHHO OYMINAsCh OT mo3opa» [KrombeH, 1999,
c. 184].

Koxa koHs, HIKypbl ObIKa-0yiBOJIa HIIK MOJIOAOTO ObIYKa aCCOIMUPYIOTCS C UICSIMU
POXKAEHUS U BO3pOoXkIeHUs. KOTHMUecTBO MIKyp COOTHOCUTCS C TPOIHOI mpupoaoH ue-
JIOBEKA — TEJIOM, JYIIOH M JTyXOM, NPHYEM CHMBOJIU3M LIKYp IOSBHJICS M3 pUTyala,
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N3BECTHOTO KaK «IPOXOJ 4epe3 MIKypy», KOTOPBIH (apaoHbl U >KPeLbl HCIOIb30BalIH,
4T00BI OMonaxkuBaTbes [Kupio, 2010, c. 211].

[TyTe OT poXIeHHS K CMEPTH, KaK M3BECTHO, MPOJIETAECT B BHIMMOM YEJIOBEKOM
3eMHOM Mmupe. KoHeuHO jxe, TpyJgHee BCEro MOCTHYh OOpAaTHBIA IyTh, TOT IIyTh
OT CMEPTH K POKICHUIO, KOTOPHIH, C MO3UIHN rapaHTHI OecCMepTHs, HAMHOTO 3HAYH-
Mmee. U Torna Bo3HMKaeT oOpa3 MaTepH, JIMIIb B YPEBE KOTOPOH YEJOBEK 3alHIICH
OT BCEX HEB3ToJl 3eMHOT'O MHpa C €ro )ecToKuM (hporaepcTBoM: «TobKo B JToHE MaTe-
PH 3TH ONIO3UIMH TAPMOHUYHO CIIUTHI M CIIOCOOHBI APOBATh COCTOSIHAE a0CONIOTHOTO
komdopTa 1 nokosi» [Manzypa, 1997, c. 42]. Ho upeBo MaTepu He TOJIBKO yKpPBIBAET
Y€JIOBCKA, HO M BHOBb POXIACT, BBIIIYCKasd €T0 W3 HEBUIAMMOI'O pasd B ITOT 3eMHOMU
MHUp C €ro BeUHBIMHU IIpOTHBOIOCTaBieHusAMH [beconosa, 2008, c. 82]. B urore «xo-
Hel| IMyTEIIeCTBUs BBIPAXKaeT BO3POXKIEHHE M ImpeogoneHue cmeptw» [Kupno, 2010,
c. 324].

Mud o poxkaeHHH depe3 cMepTh SICHO IPOCMATPUBAETCSI BO BCEX BapHaHTax CKa3a-
HUS O TIOCJIETHEM TIOXOJe 3a JOObIdel Y pri3Mara.

O06pa3 KoHs, KaK U3BECTHO, B MHIOUPAHCKON TPaJUINN HMEET COIHEUHYIO TIPUPOTY
WIA TOXICCTBEHEH COJHIy. 3ameTuM, 4to, mo B. B. VBanoBy u B. H. Tomoposy,
«CHUMBOJIMYECKOE 3HAYEHHE KOHS 3HAYUTENIBHO LIMPE C TOUYKH 3PEHUS €r0 acCOLUAaINU
c orieM (ATHHM) B €T0 BCEBO3MOXHBIX MPOSIBICHUAX, B TOM YHUCIIE C JKEPTBEHHBIM OTHEM
B 00psnoBoii niepemonun» [MBanos, TomopoB, 1974, c. 48]. beik ke B MudonosTHie-
CKOM CO3HAaHUWH TIPEJCTaBISIET CO00I 300MOP(HBIN CUMBOJI JIYHbBI, TEMHOTBI U JKHJIKOW
cyOcraHnuy — 0OXKECTBEHHOTO HAIMTKa COMBI/XaOMbl. B pa3HbIX BapHaHTax CKazaHHs
«ITocnenuuii moxox Ypsl3Mara» MBI CTOJKHYJIHCh C CHMBOJIMYECKHUM COEIMHEHUEM
oOpaza KOoHs 1 00pa3a ObIKa, YTO B KOCMOTOHUYECKOM OTHOIIEHUH MPOYHUTHIBACTCS KaK
€IMHCTBO JIBYX M3HAYaJIbHBIX MPUPOAHBIX CTHXMIL: CBETAa U MpakKa, OTHS ¥ BOABL, a B PH-
TyaJbHOM IIJIAHE BBIPAXKAET B3aWMOCBS3b KEPTBEHHOTO OTHS W >KEPTBEHHBIX BO3IHS-
Hui. Ho KOHB M OBIK COOTHOCSITCS TAK)KE U C ABYMSI IIPOTHBOIIOIOKHBIMH COLMATBHbI-
MU 00pazaMu: KOHb — C BOMHOM, a OBIK — ¢ purypoit xxpena. JlarHoe 00CTOATENECTBO
JIaeT MpaBO MPEITONIOKNUT, UYTO B 00pa3e YpeI3mMara CIUThl TpU (DYHKIUH: POJOHA-
YJaJbHUKA HAPTOB, BOMHCKAs U KPEeUecKasl.

Eme M. Dnmage cuurtan, 4To J000H pUTYyall BOCIPOU3BOJUT MU(OIOTHUECKHN ap-
xerun [Dnuazne, 1999, c. 17]. B «KaneBase» n3o0pereHne niBa OTHECEHO K BpeMeHaM
pomonavanbHuka (UHCKHX repoeB Kanemanbl, a B ABecTe MEPBBIM, M3TOTOBHBIIUM
CBAIICHHBII HATMTOK XaoMy (COMY), OKa3bIBAETCS POJOHAYATBHIK mozeil Miva [AGa-
eB, 1990, c. 164]. Jlo6aBum, uro B HapTuane pogoHadaabHUK HApTOB U JIONEH YpBI3-
Mar IepBbIM H300peN «HAIMTOK OECCMEPTUS» — eIymOH, XMEIbHOW HAITUTOK HapTOB,
NIpUroTOBISBIIMICA M3 Mena. C MeIoM, CHMBOJIOM MYJIIPOCTH, CBS3BIBAIOT BO3POXKIE-
HHUE WIN TEPEMEHBI JIMYHOCTH TI0CJIE MHHIMANNU, YTO CONOCTaBHMO C OYHUIICHHEM
orHeM. O pEBHOCTH 3TOTO CJIOBA, O3HAYAIOIIETO OOKECTBEHHOE NMHUTHE, PUTYaIbHBINA
HanuTOK, mucan u T. A. T'ypues [1999, c. 18].

B s3bIuecKoM cO3HaHMM HAOMIOAETCS ypaBHUBAHME JKUAKOCTU C PEUBIO; 3TO BXO-
JIUIO B COCTAB TOHATHH, IPyNITHPOBABIINXCS BOKPYT KynbTa Combl: «Coma ecThb KHI-
KOCTb — TeKy4asi, ouMIiatomasics, Ho CoMa — He TOJIBKO YKHJKOCTb, 3TO U MOIT, TEBell.
Cp. B CBSI3H C 3TUM... OCeT. don “Boja”, HO JNaThIll. daina “niecHs”» [MakoBckwuii, 1966,
c. 76]. Boibl HEBUIMMOrO BBICIIETO MHpa MPOU3BOJIAT COMY — HAIIUTOK OOroB, HEKTap,
HEOOXOZMMBIH 3JIEMEHT BEIMYECKOrO >KEPTBOIPHUHOIICHHS, KU3HEHHBIH COK; Cp. Kak
Wnppa 3aBnaen comoit; OIMH 3aI0Ty Uil XMeJTb TOI3HH.

Uepes oOpsiibl MHULMALINH, ITPUHSBILUX B OTPHIBKAX M3 CKa3aHMH O MOCIIEIHEM IO-
xozne YpeisMara (opMy «CHMBOJIHMYECKHX ITyTEIIECTBUIl», HaUWHAIOUIUXCS B yTpoOe
MaTepH, Yepe3 OOpsAbl OUMIICHUS MBIl KOHCTaTHPYEM BO3pOXKAEHHE YpbI3Mara, pojio-
HadaJIbHUKa-CTaplia, a CUMBOJIM3UPYET 3TO POXKICHHWE CTOIKHOBEHHE MOPCKHX BOJIH,
CHMBOJIOB YHCTOTHI; «Cp. TOX. A war “Boma”, HO OCeT. aryn “poxkaTs» [MaKOBCKHii,
1966, c. 78].
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Ho 3T0 poxnenne obecrednBaeT U cMeX, €CIIM OHUMATh €ro B Ka4eCTBE Marmye-
cKoro cpezacTBa co3nanus xu3HU. Cp.: «be3 Hero (mmpa) He 0OXOANTCS HU OIHO CYIIe-
CTBEHHOE CMEXOBOE JIEHUCTBO. <...> CMex cHmkaer. <...> CHmxKas, 1 XOPOHAT M CCIOT
OJTHOBPEMEHHO, YMEPIIBIISIOT, YTOOBl POJWTH CHI3HOBA Jiydine u Ooipmie» [baxTus,
1990, c. 308].

Takum oOpa3om, B 00psizie yOHeHHs CTapuKOB B ero HauboJjee IPeBHUX CeMaHTHYe-
CKHX CTPYKTypax yCMaTpHUBAacTCs apXaWyHas PUTyaldbHas (PyHKLIUS MX BO3POXKICHHSA
[Hamoes, 1985, c. 177]; nabmomaeTcss BXOXKACHUE B MUDP Yepe3 KOCMOTOHUYECKUE HC-
TOYHHMKH PUTYaJla, Yepe3 BO3BpAILEHUE K IIEPBOHAYAILHOMY COCTOSIHUIO (BOJIE), HCTOY-
HUKY POXIECHHUS.

Byparok, ynoMuHaBIIUiCS B BApHAHTAaX CKa3aHUs O TMOCIEIHEM MOXOJe YpbI3mara,
B MH(OIOITHYECKOM MBIIUIEHHH TPEJCTaBIsAET COO0 COeANHEHNE ABYX Hadal: MyX-
CKOTO 1 )EHCKOT'0, a KaK BMECTIJIMIIIE OJIMLIETBOPSIET KeHCKoe JJoHO. Ho Oypatok nme-
€T elle W NparMaTu4ecKoe Ha3Ha4eHHe: MEIIOK M3 HIKYPbl )KUBOTHOTO JUIS XpaHEHHs
U TIEPEBO3KH KHUIKOCTH, TO3TOMY acCOLUHMPYETCS C JKEPTBONPHHOLICHUSIMH B BUAE
PUTYaJIEHOTO HamHUTKa (COMBI / XaOMBI, (eITyTOHA) U BOCXOIUT K JKPEeUeCcKOW (DYyHKIIWH.
B ckazaHnsx o HapTax M300pETEHHE IEIUTENFHOTO HANWTKA >KUBOW BOJBI, «HAITUTKA
OeccMepTus» — (eIIyTOHA — CBS3aHO C CaKpaJbHOW (UI'ypol BOMHA M Kpella, pOJOHa-
YJaJbHUKA HApPTOB YpbI3Mara.

OT0T (GakT KaeT OCHOBAHHWE CUMTATh, YTO UMEHHO YPBI3MAr SBJISETCS OJHMLETBOpPE-
HUEM TPeXWICHHOW MHU(]OIOrHYECKOH U COLMAIbHON CTPYKTYPbl HAPTOBCKOTO OOLIECT-
Ba, coelquHssi B ceOe (yHKIMM poOJOHAa4YallbHUKAa HApPTOB, BOMHCKOE M CaKpaJbHOE
Havasa.

Wrak, aHanu3 CI0)KETOB O PUTYAIILHOM YOHEHHH CTapLeB BBISIBHIIL, YTO Ui MU oIIO-
STHYECKOro, WJIM KOCMOTOHMYECKOrO, MCTOPMYECKOTO Iepuoja THUIMYHO HaJu4yHue
napajuieneil MeXIy MaKpOKOCMHYECKHMHM M YEJIOBCUCCKMMH MpPUHOWIAMH MHPO-
YCTPOMCTBA, YTO KOPHH ONPEAEIEHHOrO IUIacTa ABJICHUI KaK MaTepUabHOM, TaKk U 1y-
XOBHOH XHM3HU YXOIAT K CAMBIM PaHHUM apXan4eCKUM HTAIaM YeJIOBEUECTBA.

[IpuBnedenue 3THOrpapUIECKUX AAHHBIX JUIA Pa3peLICHUsI HCCIe yeMO TpoOIeMsl
O0Ka3aJI0Ch TIOAOTBOPHBIM H €LIE pa3 MOATBEPANIO, YTO PUTYAN SIBJISUICSA CPEAOTOUHEM
KU3HH M TPyJa B apXaM4yecKHX KyJIbTypax; 4TO CHHTE3 3THOTrpaduu U (ONBKIOpa, pU-
Tyajla ¥ CakpalbHOCTU 3((EKTUBCH B YACTH BBIABICHUS CEMAHTUYECKOH 3HAYMMOCTH
(GYHKIMH y4acTBYIOIMX B PUTYalle MPEIMETOB.

PaCCMOTpeHHbIe CIOKEThI BBIABUIIM, YTO B HAPTOBCKUX CKa3aHUAX TECHO MECPCIIC-
JIMCh OTTOJIOCKH UCTOPHYECKUX COOBITHH, HCTOPUYECKas pealbHOCTh M IPEBHSIS 00psi-
HOCTbB; YTO HE CyLIeCcTBYeT oOpsina 0e3 compoBoxkiatoniero ero Muga. Jlymaem, npas
U. B. Mansypa, 3asBISIONNHA, YTO «YEJIOBEUECKHH (haKTOp AEHCTBUTEIHHO IOJDKECH
3aHMUMaTh 3HAYUTEILHOE MECTO B MH(OJOTHIECKOM CIOKETE, MOTOMY YTO CO3/1aHHE
YHHBEPCAJILHOTO MHPOBOTO MOPSAKA MOAPa3yMEBaeT yCTAHOBICHNE HE TOIBKO KOCMU-
YECKUX 3aKOHOB, HO W COOTBETCTBYIOLIMX COLMAIBHBIX, MOPAJIbHBIX M PUTYaJIbHBIX
HOPM, KOTOPBIE pETyIUpOBaii OBl XKHU3Hb 001IecTBay [Manzypa, 1997, c. 42].
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Birth-through-death myth in Narts’ sagas

The epic of the Ossetian people, «Narty Kadjyta» («Narts’ sagas»), transmits to the present
days the phenomena of the spiritual and material life of the people, and their roots lie in the early
archaic rituals and time strata which can be accounted for by pagan beliefs and religious mytholo-
gy. The paper deals with the archaic ritual of «voluntary death», which existed almost in all socie-
ties, as well as among the Caucasian peoples. In the era of intense military activity at the decline
of the primitive communal system, when man’s military valour was an ethical priority, the elderly
were killed as useless members of the community. Assessing this phenomenon the authors inter-
pret a folklore and mythological motive within the context of harsh living conditions of archaic
and primitive societies.

Having revealed that not all symbols of the ancient ritual ceremony of murdering elders were
lost, the authors tried to reconstruct its more ancient semantic structures in the cycle of sagas
about Uryzmag by reading the ritual symbolically and considering it in terms of typology.

The path from birth to death lies in the earthly world visible to men, but it is most difficult
to comprehend the way back, that way from death to birth, which, is a guarantee of immortality
and thus is much more significant. Here emerges an image of a mother, in whose womb only
a person is protected from all the adversities of the earthly world with its cruel antagonism. Ac-
cording to the authors, the image of the Nart Uryzmag involves three functions: the function of a
progenitor of the people, military and priestly ones. Being father of the tribe he was the first
to invent the «drink of immortality» - celuton, the strong drink of the Narts, divine and ritual drink
brewed from honey. Honey, a symbol of wisdom, is connected with the resurrection or personali-
ty changes after initiation, comparable to purification by fire. Through the initiation ceremonies,
which in the excerpts from the legends about Uryzmag's last campaign took the form of «symbol-
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ic journeys» beginning in the maternal womb through cleansing rituals, the authors state the old
progenitor’s rebirth.

However, this birth provides laughter as well, understood as a magical means of creating life.
Thus, in the ritual of killing old men in its most ancient semantic structures the archaic ritual
function of their revival is seen. There is an entry into the world through cosmogonic sources
of the ritual, through a return to the original state (water), the source of birth.

Comprehending the ethnographic fact that existed in historical reality in the heroic epic
of «Nart» confirmed the truth: only the souls of those who died heroic death were granted new
existence.

Keywords: Narts’ epic, voluntary death, ritual, birth through death, drink of immortality.
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